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IMPORTANT POINTS PRIOR TO INSTALLATION

Preparation and Maintenance are the primary factors in ensuring your deck looks as good as the day 
it was installed; providing you with many years of beauty, pleasure and satisfaction. 

VENTILATION & TIMBER FRAMES [structure]

Due to the proximity to the ground, ventilation is very important. Timber will absorb moisture from the 
ground beneath the deck. If adequate ventilation is not adhered, the moisture underneath the deck is 
likely to cause swelling e.g. expansion, cupping and or bowing. 

Decking is often installed in a variety of situations/areas: fully exposed, partially exposed, and partial-
ly protected e.g. under cover alfresco/patio. Therefore ventilation should always be considered prior 
to construction. 

A minimum 8” (200mm) ground clearance is recommended. The ground beneath the deck should be 
graded away from adjacent buildings so the water does not pond (above or beneath the deck). Com-
pletely boxing in a deck with solid masonry structures should be avoided. If enclosing an end with 
decking fascias a minimum 15mm gap is recommended for cross airflow.

Remember, if a deck is exposed to rain then good drainage & ventilation around and under the deck 
is required. 
Timber Framing Selection: Framing timbers (bearers & joists) should be termite resistant CCA H3 
treated pine. If posts/stumps are being put in the ground they should be CCA H4 treated pine.

SPACINGS
When laying the deck, it is important to space boards with an appropriate gap. This will allow for 
expansion & contraction in both the width and length of the timber during seasonal periods (heat and 
rain).

A 7/32” (5mm) board spacing is recommended between boards. If the deck is exposed to the ele-
ments, increase the gap width slightly to speed up the drying process after rain. Accessories are 
available which will ensure the gaps between boards are identical. 
If building a deck adjacent to a house (or wall) a minimum 10mm clearance is required. Construction 
around a pool will require a 3/4” to 1-1/4” (20-30mm) clearance adjacent to pool surface.

FIXINGS
The correct fixing size is also very important – Pavilion recommends using either screws or hidden 
fasteners: 
Screws - 2-1/2” (65mm) Galvanized or Stainless Steel [65mm x 10 or 12G]. For ease of application 
use compatible drill bit to counter sink and pre drill hole in one. 
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Each board should be fixed at every joist crossing with 2 screws. All fixing points should be pre-drilled in-
cluding the butt ends (at 80% screw diameter) prior to fixing to avoid splitting. Fixings should be located 
at least 12mm from board edges and ends.

STORAGE
Prior to construction, delivered timber should be stored on a dry ground, supported on level bearers. Tim-
ber should be covered to protect from sun and rain.

Decking installed near ocean will require Stainless Steel fixings. Around swimming pools also require 
Stainless Steel fixings. 


